Ojgportunitips and
Constraints

Overview

An important part of this study included an
assessment of opportunities and challenges
throughout the study corridor. Opportunities
and challenges were determined based on work
in the field and client feedback. Field review and
GIS mapping also highlighted opportunities and
challenges.

The maps on the following pages represent
corridor-wide  existing conditions and a
preliminary identification of opportunities and
constraints related to implementation of a rail-to-
trail project in the study corridor.

The maps and identified opportunities/constraints
are based upon the field work completed by a team
comprised of professionals from Alta/Greenways
and Seamon Whiteside and Associates.

O]ajaortunities

Several conditions were identified that would
support the implementation of a rail-to-trail
project. One widespread condition that was
observed along the corridor were the numerous
connections that a rail-to-trail project could
potentially provide. The rail ROW passes near or
through residential neighborhoods, schools, parks,
recreation facilities, existing state bike routes,
business centers, retail areas, community centers,
and unique natural areas. A trail connecting all of

these areas would allow residents greater ease of
access to area resources by foot and bike. It could
serve as a commuter link between residences
and places of employment in Hendersonville
and Brevard. There is also an increased interest
in alternative transportation and access to
recreational activities by industries looking to
relocate to communities offering these amenities.
An attractive, well connected biking, walking, and
equestrian trail would attract both visitors and
employers to help stimulate the local economy.

Our study found that even in rural areas, a trail
along the railroad ROW would be well served
by restaurants and convenience stores, benefiting
both trail users and businesses.

A trail along the existing rail ROV would greatly
improve access to natural features for residents
and visitors of all ages and abilities. The railroad
line has expansive, natural views in the more rural
parts of Henderson and Transylvania Counties. In
addition, it intersects or passes nearby significant
natural areas, such as the French Broad River, the
Davidson River, and Pisgah National Forest.

A rail-to-trail along the study corridor would
not only connect visitors and residents to unique
natural and historical resources, but with the
addition of learning elements, such as interpretive
signage, the trail could be an effective educational
tool as well.
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The railroad ROW typically follows the least
arduous route between Hendersonville and
Brevard, and its length is a very attractive and
manageable distance for bikers living in or
visitingthe area. It also maintains a fairly consistent
grade with adjacent areas and roadways, and
would be accessible from many different locations
along the study corridor.

Constraints
While there are significant opportunities
supporting a rail-to-trail project along the study

- especially in more rural parts of Henderson
and Transylvania counties - there are limited
opportunities for connections. A common
alternative is to propose the trail run alongside
roadways. In many places, though, roadway
shoulders are narrow or steep, so this option may
not be feasible.

A trail on the railroad ROW could connect to the
exz'sn'ng greenway tra il in Brevard. This would a (Tow
fm’ connection to downtown Brevard, area schools,
“recreation ﬂlciﬁﬁ'es, retail aﬂmg us ﬁz’gﬁwaq 64, and

corridor, there are also some challenges that
will have to be addressed in the planning and
implementation process.

‘Pz’sgali National Forest.
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While many of the intersections between the
railroad and roadway along the study corridor are
relatively low-hazard crossings for pedestrians,
there are a few intersections where high-speed
traffic or low visibility will have to be addressed
for pedestrian safety.

Our team also identified a few sites where the
railroad passes near industrial areas, residential
areas, or individual homes. In these areas,
additional ROW acquisition or screening for the
trail may be necessary.

There are some areas where the railroad passes
through wetland areas and creek beds. Some of
these areas appear to have existing environmental
degradationasaresultofthe railroad’s construction
techniques or adjacent development. While these
areas could potentially be unique, natural features
along the trail, environmental mitigation may be
required for the protection of these areas as well
as the safety of trail users.

Lastly, if railbanking opportunities are denied
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o (0] yortunity - The exisu'ng southeast FZJur ﬁom
e

¢ main rail line - the Eeginning of }Jot‘enn’af
trail corridor - is in an opportune location near
downtown. The corridor holds }Jot‘enn’af asa
commuter [ink between downtown Brevard and
downtown Hendersonville.

m———

Oy}aortunity - There is am}afe fhorizontal clear- 0 LTRSS e ' _u'_-.--.

ance afong the railroad ROW, which could be
used for trail waysides or imerpren’ve areas.
Restaurants, retai(yspaces, and residential uses
are within a ﬁve minute walk from the [ine.

O}J}Jortunity - CPfenty ojﬂ?oed'estrians were out
and about in the area, esyite the lack of faciﬁ'—
ties in some locations. This demonstrates a need
for non-motorized tmnspormtion alternatives.

Opyortunity - The City q( Hendersonville’s o

Gateway Park }Jrovic{es a location for a trail con-
nection in the center of a cfeveﬁying area @( town.

Constraint - The exisn'ng creek crossing may
need structural reinforcement to stﬁ)})oﬂ' }Jedes-

trian acu'vity, as well as additiona support, such
as mifing.

Ojoportunity - Adjacent to Church Street, there 0

is a new mixed use com})ﬂzx and retail center
next to the railroad line. There are cy}?ortunities
to connect the trail to these locations.

=——=—.._,,.- . g
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Opportunity - A large, flat, open area west o |
0 ejjorojoose% focaa’ong fofgam{)vc? Park has %e
h

otential to accommodate a trailhead or other
recreational facifity.

O}o})ortunity - The exisu'ng railroad corridor is
very accessible from the roaa[way and adj’acent

lands. Convertir(? the [ine to a trail will require
very (ittle additional engineering to meet the
exisu'ng gmdks.

0 O}J}Jm’tunity and Constraint - ﬂ[tﬁougﬁ a

quiet, historic nelgﬁﬁarﬁood’, the acquisiu’on ofa
trail easement tﬁmugﬁ the Lenox Park historic
district will require the su port af the landown-
ers a(ong the corridor. Additional features may
be necessary to protect the }m’vacy of nearﬁy
residents, such as vegetau’ve screening or fencing.

Constraint - ﬂcﬁacent industrial buildings ma
require }m’vacy screening measures a(%ng rﬂye
corridor to protect their faciﬁty oyemu’ons and
management.

O}Jjgortumty - There are }Jot‘enﬂ’a( connections to
a senior center and a low income ﬁousing devel-
opment; the residents may refy on non-motorized
rrans]aormn’on and would Eeneﬁ}ﬁom a trail

tﬁat connects to JOWHIDW}’L r]'(éﬂ GTSOTWiﬂé.

O}ayon‘unity -A tyyica( roaa[way crossing at
CB(yrﬁe Street and 3rd Avenue West. These in-
tersections are quiet two-lane roadways with low
tmﬂzc volumes.

3-6 Opportunities and Constraints



Map 3.2 - Opportunities and Constraints Hendersonville Area
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@ O}a}aortunity - An existmg sidewalk })am[fefing

a newer neigﬁﬁorﬁoo«f in Lenox Park indicates
a yot'enu'af connection. A few residents were seen

wafEing their c(ogs in the area.

Opportunity - There are numerous opportunities A
to connect to Laurel Park, inc(ud'it;g through the

existing sidewalks, open s ace, an high densi
resi(fengaf neigﬁﬁorﬁ)od’s’zr the edbe g} the ww?”t

[imits.

¢ corridor to walk to and from destinations. A
trail would ﬁeljﬂ connect residents and tourists to
their dbstinan’ongs safe[y, and it would encour-
age the use of non-motorized tmnsyormtion.

@ (0] Joortunity - Pedestrians are cuwent[y using

O}Jjgortunity - The op ortunities for nearby con- @

nections are jomcu’ca Y inﬁnire, and include civic
facifiu’es such as this church community gcm{en
oﬁr@(Smte Road 1173.

O}ajgortum’ty and Constraint - The corridor
}Jam[fefs State Road 1173 in this area. The road

is busier at this location, with ﬁigﬁer speeafs (45
fM?ﬂ-{). However, the qp}aoﬂ'uni rﬁfor an (ﬁmacf
trail is sa'lf})resentgiven the wi ofrﬁe ROW.

Oyyortuni - Small businesses such as these

could eneﬁr from ﬁaving a trail nearﬁy.

3-8 Opportunities and Constraints




Mayp 3.3 - Opportunities and Constraints Hendersonville West
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Constraint - When the railroad corridor Eegins
to parallel US Hi ﬁway 64, the ROW narrows.
1] im})ﬁament‘e&f, e trail will have [(ittle ffexiﬁif-
ity to deviate ﬁ’om the centerline of the tracks.

Constraint - Near T1 ur[ey Falls Road, there

is a railroad Erifge that may need rqmir and

additional features to make it com}mtiﬁ(e with
yerfestrian use.

@ Opportunity - The trail takes on a d'iﬁ[er—

ent character outside the Hendersonville city

[imits that is more remote. O}Jen pastures and
mountain ﬁacédrta}as are scenic draws that cre-
ate a um’que sense of Jo[ace. Fducation signage
aﬁmg these sections could hi ﬁfigﬁt Henderson

Coumy’s rich agricu[tum[ iswry.

O})}rormnity - ‘Most of the roadway intersections
afong the southern stretch of Henderson county
are at-gmcfe, either para e(ing or aaﬁacent to
quiet rural roads.

O}Jjgortunity - There are ng)ortunin’es to connect
with existin neigﬁﬁorﬁoo 5, such as Hunter’s
Glen neigﬁ orhood, which has afrea(fy made
im})rovements for }mssive recreation and includes
foor trails a(ﬁacent to the corridor.

Opportunity - Morz/pmctical’ connections are A
yossiﬁfe aﬁmg the corridor, such as the post @ﬁce.
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@ Opportunity - Despite Eeing outside the city

[imits, there are still opportunities to connect
the trail to local businesses, enﬁancing local
economic d’evefopment in the area.

Oyyoﬁunity - Fducational and inw‘(preﬁve ar-
eas could put residents and visitors to the area in
touch with more of Henderson County’s natural
features, such as the French Broad River.

@ Constraint - Private roads and nearﬁy fiomes

may Vequire})rivacy screening OY CYoss access
agreements‘
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@ O;porrunity - In Etowah, the railroad crosses
| a jacent to an existmg fom’-way tmﬂ:ic si?na[.
| Crosswalks and pedestrian crossing signals could B
be easify installed and incoq)omreaf into the

exisn’ng four-way tmﬁc signaf

Oyyoﬁunity - In Etowah, there are several
stores, restaurants, and other businesses that
could Eeneﬁt ﬁom the foot tmﬁc a nearﬁy trail
would attract.

Ojojoortunity - A nemﬁy trail could allow more
children to walk or bike to Etowah EEfemenmry
School from surrounding areas, esyeciaﬁy 1f a

spur trail were extende fmm the main trail to

T.'ﬁe SCHOO[:

Constraint - The track _passes tﬁrougﬁ a trailer w

}Jaré as well as in front cf a few houses in the
w’cim’ty of FEtowah. These areas may require
yrivacy screening.
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Map 3.4 - Opportunities and Constmmts wawaﬁ Area
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O]J}oortunity and Constraint - The railroad
passes tﬁrougﬁ a few wet sites and runs adj’acent
to a creek at ermstrong Road. While these sites
would add natural, aesthetic interest to aﬁAture
trail, adaﬁﬁona[engineem’n or environmental

miugaﬁon may be Vequire for tﬁe}orot‘ection of
these areas.

O}ojoortunity - iExisring railroad crossing signs
and signa(s a(ang roads and yrivaw drives could

pot'enria[fy be converted for use as trail crossing
signs‘

@ Constraint - The }Jot‘enn’af for alternate routes is

(imited syau’aﬁy in rural areas near Brevard.
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Map 3.4 - Opportunities and Constraints Etowah Area
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@ O}Jjgortuni - The railroad ROW oﬁ[ers expan-

sive, beautiful views when it passes tﬁroug more
rural areas.

Oy}?orrunity and Constraint - Drivers turn
quicéfy at the intersection ofO[a[fJ-(enafersonvi[(ez
Cl-ﬂgﬁway and Everett Rd. ﬂquuaw Joed’esm’an
crossing markings would have to be installed at

[ocations sucgas this one. This is also one of
several yoints where the railroad ROW intersects

state d’esignawaf bike routes.

Constraint - Due to poor environmenta’gpmc-
tices in the past, there may be }Jot‘enn’af ealth
and environmental issues where the railroad

runs behind the paper mill reservoir, dam, and
S}Jiﬁway near Brevard

Oj)})ortunity - While the railroad trestle Crossing @

the Davidson River is in substantial d'isrgmir,
there may be an opportunity to Eypass it with
a trail alongside Old Hi ﬁway 64. G-[owever,
rgpairing dgz 61’1’0@@ andg Yetroﬁrting it for pe-
destrian crossing would sure@ add interest to a
pownn’a[ trail.

B .7 @ Opportunity - A trail on the railroad ROW

; could yrovicfe a connection to the residents of a
S farge, Jo[annecf residential Lfevefoyment pro osed
- on the old CPaper Mill site in Brevard. Tﬁf old
= mi[syurs to tﬁe})a}aer mill site could be con-
verted into connector trails.

O}J}Jortunity - A trail on the railroad ROW
could connect to the exisn’ng greenway trail

in Brevard. This would allow for connection

to downtown Brevard, area schools, recreation
facifin’es, retail afong ﬁigﬁway 64, and ?isgaﬁ
National Forest.
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Mayp 3.5 - Opportunities and Constraints Brevard Area

-------

/-'
;_f .

) Vgt

“—. 5 AT

~ \
X o i
e
s— Exiling Greenway — e Lt B rutic Propery
= = Apple Country Gresnway — State Highway Conservation Land  F__
& Recommandations 100-Yoar Fiocdpiain [l Fedornl

| Fadroad B v N =eoie

Stats Bke Rouls Muricipality B Local -

Stwal Pama

Opportunities and Constraints 3-19



This Page Intentionally Left Blank



